


 

 

Dominion Energy offers turn-key EV charger installation programs for residential and non-residential customers in 

Virginia  

Residential Charging Program:  

•Provides a one-stop shop for your level 2 home charger installation where Dominion will handle each 
step of the process for you, and it offers convenient on-bill payments, and a 5-year warranty and support 
for maintenance 
Level 2 Charging Program:  

•Make-ready program that provides installation and maintenance for Level 2 EV supply infrastructure 
(EVSI) and EV supply equipment (EVSE)  
•Available to businesses, workplaces, parking areas, and multi-family communities 
•50% upfront incentive on EVSI with on-bill payments for remaining costs​ 
Fleet Charging Program and Advisory Services:  

•Similar to L2 program - Provides Installation and maintenance for Level 2 or DCFC EV supply 
infrastructure (EVSI) and EV supply equipment (EVSE) ​ 
•Available to fleet customers  
•50% upfront incentive on EVSI with on-bill payments for remaining costs​ 
•No-cost Fleet Advisory Services, Award-winning Fleet Electrification Guide, and other resources available​ 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Question: how do you determine the charge rate for kilowatt hour for multi-family units as well as workplace 

environments? 

​ Answer: (Level 2 charging program) works for both multi family as well as Business models  

​ No recommended rate - recommend to look at what rate is or work out a monthly price - depends on site. 

Question: Why for developing Richmond EV use - do you concentrate on rural areas? 

Answer: Need anchor user as in Transit systems that go into rural areas - bring the chargers into rural areas 

by anchoring with the transit systems. Private cars can charge when transit vehicles are not charging. 

Question: is grant for public or private property? 

Answer:Mostly in retail type spaces (Grocery stores, shopping areas, doctors offices) but also government 

and public spaces. 

(Graham )Vehicle exhaust is one of the biggest polluters of the bay. We need to decarbonize grid. 

 

 

 

Concern about mature trees being taken down by private owners (Dave) - hoping for better control over.  Dave is 

seeing his area having trees taken down. With the rezoning work (code refresh) - need to refine proposal to allow 

increased density without taking down too many of the mature trees. 

●​ (Harrison) How does balance with suburban sprawl into rural areas and the forest being taken down with 

that vs. the loss of mature trees in the city. 

●​ (Daniel) We are in a unique situation in the commonwealth where cities are not meshed with counties as 

in most of rest of country 

●​ (Dave) Maybe require a tree arborist for large tree take downs vs. tree preservation ordinance 

 

Office of Sustainability needs support from the council  to counter the funding cuts to the grants program (Jones) 

which was cut from 200,000 to 100,000 

 

Intercommission Collaboration October 14, at the Science Museum (Daniel) reiterated from earlier  

 

Year End Report (Christiane) in process 

 

Environmental Literacy Plan - RPS school district wide plan 

Presenters: ​ Penelope Davenport - James River Association State of Virginia (?) 

Meredith Dash - Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 



Josh Bearman - Blue Sky Fund 

 

 







 

 

Contact: 

Wendy Just, Linda Tary, Aimee Sobon through Richmond Public Schools 

 

Office of Sustainability updates 

Michael Smart ( I was unable to hear very well and unfortunately recording is not audible) 

●​ Sandra Jonson - new team member - new positions available  

●​ Va Energy Resilience study 

●​ 9/30 - community engagement session in Eastend (Hosted by Michael smart) 

○​ Potential solar farm on landfill 

○​ Other cost saving opportunities  

○​ C3- community 

○​ Grant program 

Terry Winn(Sustainability manager - Code refresh) 

●​ Need Developement standards ( not in current code)- what it looks like 

Public comment is  until 9/28 

●​ Call for everyone to look at and engage with zoning map 

-​ Module 1 : how dense and where 

-​ Module 2: what it looks like? What are the requirements? 



●​ State allows for If developers are physically unable to supply required tree canopy - can 

offset 

●​ One goal is to have Most of city be residential with certain amount of mixed use as 

opposed to concentrations of standalone commercial areas. 

●​ So far only around 380 users have provided comments online - need to have more voices 

to be more representative 

 

Closing up - questions from group 

●​ All comments will be collated into general feedback logs and how cities priorities can align with 

development, Green 2050 etc. 

●​ The project is slated to be presented before the city council in spring. 

●​ Critical to have broad feedback from public 

●​ How can Council ( issues - Equity, justice, neighborhood historical context, green space) effectively weigh 

in and public as well? - This is currently the time for public comment weigh in  

 

Daniel Cline speaking for (Qui Winn of DPU)  about Richmoond tree week - Reforest Richmond 

●​ Richmoond tree week11/1- 11/8 - event series with multiple events including: 

Tree plantings, Tree giveaways, Book talks, Opening social 

●​ Schedule still being finalized reforestrichmond.org - will be live early October 

 

 

Community Updates & Announcements  

●​ Second DEQ meeting coming up 10/08 at 5pm at springhill suites in Chester on proposed Chesterfield Gas 

Plant 

●​ SCC meeting tomorrow 9/23 10am 1300 E Main Street    

To discuss community need for Chesterfield Gas plant  and whether a certificate for community need 

should be granted. Wear Red T-shirts to show opposition to the Gas plant. 

●​ Tax credits for EV’s end in 18 days. 

●​ Home energy improvements for solar run out end of year 

●​ Grow RVA and Cool City Coalition working with VCU students on city resiliency hubs looking at bus hubs 

and transportation coradores for tree plantings. 

 

Upcoming SRC Meetings  

11/17;4:00-5:30pm  

●​ Speaker - Richard Walker with Bridging the Gap  

●​ Structural Issues work through 

5:30 pm Closing 

 
Sustainability and Resilience Commission Members  

Daniel Hart ( Chair): Sustainability appointee (2nd term ends 10/25/28) 

Abigail Thompson(Vice-Chair): Mayoral appointee (1st term ends 6/30/27) 

Christiane Riederer(Secretary: At-large appointee (1st term ends 10/25/25) 

Mike Smart: Sustainability Manager of OOS, City Employee appointee (n/a) 

Luis Huertas: Green Buildings appointee (1st term ends 10/25/28) 

David Evans: At-large appointee (2nd term ends 7/22/28) 

Rob Jones: Forestry appointee (1st term ends 10/26/26) 

Harrison Wallace: Environmental Protection appointee (2nd term ends 10/25/28) 



 

 

 
 
Letter of Support for Research Grant Application to the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, UK (AHRC): Mapping Historical Urban Resilience: The US South, 1815-1920 
(MHUR).  

This letter is to confirm the support of the City of Richmond, Virginia, Sustainability and 
Resilience Commission (RSRC) for this grant application led by Project Lead, Professor David 
Gleeson, of Northumbria University. We are pleased to become a partner to MHUR. The RSRC 
is a public commission tasked with advancing climate action in the city as part of its 
RVAgreen2050 initiative and it collaborates with the Richmond Office Sustainability to 
implement its Climate Equity Action Plan. We have a particular focus on actual and potential 
climate changes on marginalized and under-represented communities throughout the metro 
Richmond area.  

In kind support for this project, involving time of the Commissioners, consultation and support 
over the life of the project, including providing the opportunity to have the project presented at 
an SRC meeting is approximated at $1,500.  
  
We believe that MHUR’s production of a free-to-use Visual Urban Archive (VUA) featuring 
Richmond, along with an accompanying GeoAI mapping toolkit aimed at public officials, will 
support our plans for climate-change mitigation by indicating, in an easy-to-understand way, how 
this historically important city has dealt with resilience issues in the past. For example, we are 
planning for the future reality of many people having to leave Virginia’s coast due to climate 
change and moving to Richmond. After the US Civil War, for example, the city saw a similar 
rapid and substantial rise in population as many emancipated African Americans came to seek 
their fortunes and express their independence in the state’s largest city. Visualising easily how the 
city authorities and its citizens, both old and new, dealt with this population growth could create 
interesting lessons for current and future resiliency plans.   

We agree to work with MHUR to host a launch event for its VUA in Richmond at a RSRC 
Meeting (which are open to the public) and provide space and time to support it. We will also 
commit time to working with the MHUR team as the project progresses and have them speak to 
the Commission, and other relevant city staff, with updates when any MHUR member is in the 
city conducting research.   

We look forward to working with MHUR on this important project.  

Sincerely,  

The Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission 

 



 

 

April 15, 2025 

Le’Charn Benton  

Office of the DCAO for Human Services 900 East Broad Street, Room 501 Richmond, Virginia 
23219 HSNondepartmentals@rva.gov 

Subject: Letter of Support for Richmond Community ToolBank Grant Applications 

Dear Ms. Benton, 

On behalf of the Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission (“Commission”), we are 
writing to express our support for the Richmond Community ToolBank's grant applications to the 
City of Richmond’s Non-departmental Grants Program. We specifically endorse their requests 
for the Southside Tool Lending Satellite and the RVA ToolBOX program. 

Richmond ToolBank has proven itself a vital community asset since its founding in 2015. Over 
the last decade, it has equipped numerous volunteers and organizations, lending nearly $10 
million worth of tools for thousands of projects. Over the past three years alone (2022-2024), 
ToolBank lent approximately 90,000 tools, supported over 5,000 community projects led by 
more than 400 unique community-based organizations (“CBO”), and generated over $3 million 
in direct cost savings for the local nonprofit sector.  

The ToolBank’s proposed initiatives build on this impactful history and align directly with the 
Commission's work supporting the implementation of RVA Green 2050 and promoting equitable, 
community-driven sustainability. 

Alignment with RVA Green 2050 & Sustainability Goals: 

Both the Southside Satellite and RVA ToolBOX proposals directly support key strategies within 
the RVAgreen 2050 Climate Equity Action Plan, including: 

●​ Community-Level Action & Resilience: These programs empower residents and 
CBOs to undertake neighborhood adaptation and mitigation projects. The ToolBank 
anticipates enabling approximately 1,900 community improvement projects in 2026 by 
lending around 35,000 tools. The Southside Satellite equips CBOs for resilience projects 
like park expansions and green infrastructure, while ToolBOX empowers residents to 
implement solutions at home. 



●​ Urban Greening & Green Infrastructure: The ToolBank already supports CBOs 
involved in major Southside urban forestry and climate equity projects. The Southside 
Satellite will enhance these efforts by improving tool access. RVA ToolBOX provides 
residents with training and resources to implement residential green infrastructure like 
rain gardens and permeable pavers, managing stormwater runoff. 

●​ Reducing Transportation Emissions: The Southside Satellite, located strategically at 
Broad Rock Park, will significantly reduce vehicle trips and associated emissions for 
Southside CBOs currently traveling long distances for tools. 

●​ Energy Efficiency: RVA ToolBOX will offer workshops and tools focused on residential 
energy-saving DIY projects, such as weatherization and insulation, helping residents 
reduce energy consumption and costs. 

●​ Community Engagement: Both programs foster community engagement by enabling 
more residents and volunteers (an estimated 30,000+ tool users equipped in 2026) to 
participate in hands-on neighborhood improvement projects. 

Economic Impact 

Beyond its environmental contributions, the Richmond ToolBank functions as a powerful 
economic engine, amplifying the value of community investments and driving significant 
financial benefits throughout the City. Its model provides crucial leverage for nonprofits and 
volunteers, creating ripple effects that strengthen Richmond's overall economic health in the 
following ways: 

Nonprofit Cost Savings— By lending tools for a fraction of their retail value (6%), 
ToolBank saves CBOs substantial funds. Since 2015, this has amounted to over $10 
million in savings, allowing nonprofits to reinvest in vital community services. In 2026, 
ToolBank anticipates generating over $1.1 million in direct cost savings for CBOs.   

Volunteer Leverage— ToolBank maximizes the impact of volunteer efforts. In 2024 
alone, volunteers using ToolBank tools contributed labor valued at an estimated $1.24 
million. Projections for 2026 estimate this leveraged value will reach $1.5 million.   

Green Job Creation— The Southside Satellite project is expected to directly create 3-5 
new green jobs at the ToolBank in the first two years and support further job creation 
within partner CBOs.   

Housing Stability— The RVA ToolBOX program promotes housing stability and 
economic mobility by empowering residents with affordable home maintenance skills and 
tools, preventing costly deferred maintenance and possible unwanted displacement.  

Southside Investment & Equity 

These ToolBank initiatives are precisely the type of strategic investments needed to fulfill the 
City's commitment to empowering residents and strengthening community organizations in 
Southside. They move beyond planning to provide tangible resources and skills development, 



ensuring residents and CBOs have the necessary tools to build the resilient, thriving 
communities they envision. Advancing equity is fundamental. 

The Southside Neighborhood Tool Hub directly confronts the legacy of disinvestment by 
establishing a neighborhood tool hub in zip codes 23224, 23225, and 23234. This strategically 
reduces geographic and economic barriers, providing equitable access to essential resources 
for Southside CBOs and residents.   

RVA ToolBOX prioritizes inclusivity, offering workshops on a "pay-what-you-can" basis and 
partnering to bring training directly into low-resource neighborhoods. This program aims to 
empower at least 840 residents in 2026 with practical skills.   

The Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission firmly believes that the Southside 
Neighborhood Tool Hub and RVA ToolBOX program represent strategic investments towards a 
more resilient, equitable, and sustainable Richmond. They provide tangible tools and training 
that empower community-led implementation of RVA Green 2050 goals.   

We strongly endorse the Richmond Community ToolBank's grant applications and urge their 
approval. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 7, 2025 

Matt Slaats, Interim Council Chief of Staff 

City of Richmond 

900 E. Broad St. 

Richmond, VA 23219 

Re: Letter of Support for Disposable Plastic Bag Tax for the City of Richmond 

Dear Mr. Slaats, 

This letter conveys the support of the City of Richmond’s Sustainability and Resilience 

Commission (“SRC”) for the Disposable Plastic Bag Tax that will be introduced during the April 

28, 2025, City Council meeting. 

The SRC is a public commission tasked with advancing climate action in the City as part 

of its RVAgreen2050 initiative and collaborates with the Richmond Office of Sustainability 

(“Office”) on its Climate Equity Action Plan. The Office has worked diligently with City officials, 

waste reduction experts, residents, businesses, and the SRC to implement these initiatives in a 

thoughtful and equitable manner. To that end, SRC fully supports the proposed ordinance to 

implement a Disposable Plastic Bag Tax. This policy initiative was identified as an action item in 

Richmond 300, RVAgreen2050, and the Climate Emergency Resolution passed by Council in 

2021. 

The Disposable Plastic Bag Tax is a 5 cent/bag tax that will apply to all plastic bags 

provided by grocery, convenience and pharmacy stores beginning January 1, 2026. Revenue 

generated will support environmental education, cleanup projects, and provide reusable bags to 

City residents receiving SNAP or WIC benefits.  The policy proposes a revenue split with 

retailers. The estimated cost to residents is $2.12/year.  

City staff propose conducting rigorous outreach to community members and businesses in 

advance of the tax taking effect. We believe that the six-month outreach schedule will allow 

ample time for businesses and community members to prepare for the introduction of the new 

tax. During this time, staff will also conduct an education campaign to businesses and 

consumers on the statewide polystyrene ban and the statewide balloon ban. Unlike the plastic 

bag tax, these two measures are already established by state law and do not require local 

adoption, though local education and enforcement efforts will be important for their success. 

Together, these waste reduction initiatives aim to measurably reduce plastic and polystyrene 

waste that either ends up in our landfills or detracts from the City’s beauty as unsightly and 

long-lasting roadside and waterbody litter. The substitution of reusable, recyclable or 



compostable alternatives directly supports RVAGreen2050’s goal of fostering a sustainable RVA 

community by reducing waste  

-2- 

streams. In addition, reinvesting the bag tax revenues in environmental improvements in 

disadvantaged communities within Richmond and providing reusable bags for low-income 

residents will further the environmental justice goals of RVAGreen2050.  

We strongly support the Disposable Plastic Bag Tax and are hopeful that it will be enacted by 

City Council.  

Sincerely, 

The Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

April 18, 2025 

To: Richmond Springs Collective  

Re: Letter of Support for Petition to Reopen Richmond’s Historic Springs  

This letter conveys the support of the City of Richmond Sustainability and Resilience 

Commission (“SRC”)for the Richmond Springs Collective’s Petition to Reopen Richmond’s Historic 

Springs.  

The SRC is a public commission tasked with advancing climate action in the City as part 

of its RVAgreen2050 initiative and collaborates with the Richmond Office of Sustainability 

(“Office”) on its Climate Equity Action Plan.  

Considering the SRC’s focus on supporting sustainability and resilience in the City of 

Richmond and in light of some of the disturbance to regional water availability at the beginning 

of 2025, the SRC endorses the Springs Collective’s community-driven work in supporting the 

re-opening of Richmond’s historical springs and would request that the City evaluate 

opportunities around reopening the springs outlined in the petitioner's request in alignment 

with Park and Recreation planning should the water quality meet standards for drinking water 

in alignment with the City of Richmond’s best practices.   

From the Petition: “The Historic Springs are more than just a relic of the past; they are a 

valuable natural resource with the potential to serve residents once again. Historically, these 

springs provided essential water to our community, and with proper restoration, they could do 

so today—offering accessible water for non-potable uses such as flushing toilets, cleaning, and 

other daily needs, particularly in times of crisis.” 

Through supporting this petition, the SRC supports “this initiative and calls upon city 

leaders to prioritize the reopening and revitalization of Richmond’s Historic Springs for the 

benefit of current and future generations.” 

Sincerely,  

The Richmond Sustainability and Resilience Commission 

 
 
 
 

https://www.change.org/p/petition-to-reopen-richmond-s-historic-springs
https://www.change.org/p/petition-to-reopen-richmond-s-historic-springs
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