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City Introducing Pedelec Bicycles to Make Pedaling Easier for RVA Bike Share Riders                                                          
~Look for the Lightning Bolt~ 

 
RICHMOND, Va. – On Thursday, March 21, the city is adding 20 new battery operated pedelec bikes to its RVA 
Bike Share fleet. These electric-assist e-bikes are designed to make it easier to climb hills and endure long rides. 
This will enable those who were previously unable to use the current 8-speed bikes to also use the bike share 
service.   
 
The pedelec bikes will be docked at current RVA Bike Share stations, but are identified by a yellow lightning bolt. 
Riders will be able to unlock the bikes using their RVA Bike Share key fob or from the RVA Bikes application. The 
motor automatically turns on once the rider starts pedaling.  The bikes can reach speeds up to a safe 12 mph. The 
motor stops when the rider stops pedaling or uses the brake.   
 
RVA Bike Share was implemented in summer 2017. It currently has 220 bikes at 16 docking stations. In February 
the city began electrifying docking stations and converting the existing 8-speed bikes to make them pedal-assist. 
Eventually the entire fleet will have pedal assist capability.  
 
To learn more about RVA Bike Share and the app, visit www.RVABikes.com  
                            
 We’re social! For updates on DPW-related projects, activities and events visit us on Twitter @DPW_RichmondVA  
 

                     -###- 

The City of Richmond Department of Public Works (DPW) is one of only 146 accredited public works agencies in the United States. DPW’s 
portfolio comprises a wide array of services to include leaf collection; street, sidewalk and alley maintenance;  trash collection; 
recycling;  urban forestry;  signs; signals and pavement markings;  grass cutting;  graffiti removal;  and parking. In addition, DPW issues 
permits for working in the city’s right-of-way, manages Richmond’s Bike Share program and maintains the fleet of city vehicles.  DPW’s 
operating budget comes from the general fund of the City of Richmond. For more information about DPW services, click here or call 3-1-1. 
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