
RVAgreen 2050 Vision 
Statement

What will Richmond look like when RVAgreen 2050 is 
implemented?



Examples: other city climate plans

Portland: Prosperous, Connected, Healthy and 
Resilient, Equitable (each with vision statements)

Bend, OR: Neighbors businesses, and community 
leaders working together to preserve our natural 
environment while promoting economic 
opportunity and resilience for current and future 
generations.

https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-07/cap-summary-june30-2015_web.pdf
https://www.bendoregon.gov/city-projects/sustainability/community-climate-action-plan


Example: Richmond 300 Master Plan

Overall vision: In 2037, Richmond is a welcoming, inclusive, 
diverse, innovative, and equitable city of thriving 
neighborhoods, ensuring a high quality of life for all.

Thriving Environment vision: Richmond is a sustainable and 
resilient city with healthy air, clean water, and a flourishing 
ecosystem. Carbon emissions are low, air and water quality are 
high, and city-wide solid waste production is minimal. The City is 
positively adapting to the effects of a changing climate, with a 
built environment that enhances and protects natural assets, 
including the James River. All residents have equitable access 
to nature and a healthy community.



In a few words, describe your vision of equitable climate 
action for a healthy and resilient Richmond. - Community Survey



Environmental Justice and Richmond, VA



RVAgreen 2050 Equity Tool

How can we ensure that making decisions related to policy, 
planning, programming, and budgeting advance racial 
equity and shared prosperity?



Equity Framework



Community Priorities



Example Equity Tool: Portland



Example Equity Tool: Cleveland



Example Equity Tool: San Antonio



Example questions from other tools:

● Is there a geographic priority for this action in an identified vulnerable geography?
● Is this objective and its corresponding actions explicitly addressing factors of equity or racial 

equity in particular? 
● Is the language easily understood and will it resonate with the community? 
● Does the proposed action generate burdens (including costs), either directly or indirectly, to 

communities of color or low-income populations? If yes, are there opportunities to mitigate 
these impacts?

● Can the benefits of the proposed action be targeted in progressive ways to reduce historical 
or current disparities?

● Does this acknowledge/respect/honor the culture, historic assets, and traditions of 
communities of color?

● Does this negatively impact the existing cultural structure?



Sample Questions (Developed by Group):



Example questions from other tools:

● How have communities been engaged? Specifically, have communities of color been engaged?
● Are there opportunities to expand engagement?
● Does the proposed action engage and empower communities of color and low-income populations in 

a meaningful, authentic and culturally appropriate manner?
● Does the proposed action align with and support existing communities of color and low-income 

population priorities, creating an opportunity to leverage resources and build collaborative 
partnerships?

● Does the proposed action help foster the building of effective long-term relationships and trust 
between diverse communities and local government?

● Could this increase access to information around climate, i.e. impacts, benefits, and programs?
● Does this increase social cohesion (engagement and connection within/to the community)?
● Could this improve notification and or/preparation for disasters?



Sample Questions (Developed by Group):

●



Example questions from other tools:

● What is the best indicator to track the outcome we are looking for?
● What is the current data collected and what does this data tell us? 
● Is the data disaggregated to illuminate disparity by demographics?
● Who is accountable?
● Does the proposed action have appropriate accountability mechanisms to 

ensure that communities of color, low-income populations, or other vulnerable 
communities will equitably benefit and not be disproportionately harmed?



Questions developed by this group:



Example questions from other tools:

● Does the proposed objective and its corresponding actions support communities of color and 
low-income populations through workforce development, contracting opportunities or the 
increased diversity of employees/staff across any sectors?

● Are the benefits of the proposed action broadly accessible to households and businesses 
throughout the community - particularly communities of color, low-income populations, and 
minority, women, and emerging small businesses?

● Does the proposed action help build community capacity through funding, an expanded 
knowledge base or other resources?

● Could this increase opportunities for living wage jobs in the same zip code as people live?
● Will this offer workforce or support training programs?
● Does this offer inclusive financing strategies that prioritize the most income-burdened 

populations?



Questions - Developed by this group:



Example questions from other tools:

● Could this reduce the number of families that are cost burdened by housing 
and transportation?

● Could this limit displacement of residents and small businesses when 
surrounding property values rise?

● Could this increase energy price stability?
● Could this reduce barriers to homeownership?
● Could this increase quality affordable housing stock?



Questions developed by this group:

Example questions from other tools:

● Could this reduce the number of 
families that are cost burdened 
by housing and transportation?

● Could this limit displacement of 
residents and small businesses 
when surrounding property 
values rise?

● Could this increase energy price 
stability?

● Could this reduce barriers to 
homeownership?

● Could this increase quality 
affordable housing stock?



Example questions from other tools:

● Could this expand access to healthy/clean transport systems, such as walking 
paths, bike routes, and public transit?

● Could this increase amenities and walkability in traditionally underserved 
neighborhoods?

● Could this increase access to quality parks/green spaces in the most 
vulnerable communities?

● Could this result in improved flooding infrastructure responses to flooring, and 
evacuation routes?



Questions developed by this group:



Example questions from other tools:

● Could this reduce food insecurity in low-income areas by increasing access to healthy, local food 
sources?

● Could this reduce ground-level ozone and improve air quality?
● Could this extend expected longevity for vulnerable populations and result in reduced disparity in 

expected longevity?
● Could this reduce asthma-related hospital visits?
● Could this reduce urban heat island effects?
● Could this reducing standing water in areas of inadequate drainage and resulting vector-borne 

diseases?
● Could this reduce stress, anxiety, and depression?
● Could this increase access to essential services such as hospitals, police, and fire?
● Could this reduce crime, focused on vulnerable zip codes?
● Could this increase safety and security in the community?



Questions developed by this group:




